
Perform NP swab & send
for COVID & Flu (in season)

No fever or low-grade fever
Normal O2 sat

URI signs/symptoms present
Clear lungs or wheezing

Review history, vitals,
oxygen saturation, & lung exam

COVID or Flu
Positive

Diagnosis

Acute Cough

Acute fever +/- hypoxia

COVID or Flu
Negative or
not tested

Dx: Viral Pneumonia or
non-infection

Consider oral antiviral therapy
as appropriate

Hypoxia +/- abnormal lung exam
(crackles, diminished breath sounds)

Consider Chest X-ray (CXR)

Dx: Viral or Bacterial
Pneumonia

CXR Clear CXR w/infiltrate(s)

Dx: Acute Viral Bronchitis
or URI or non-infection

Consider NP swab +/- antiviral
therapy as appropriate

Normal O2 sat and
pulmonary exam;
No CXR performed

Supportive care recommended
No antibiotics required

Patient History
& Exam 

Acute Cough
Fever
Rigors
Shortness of breath
URI symptoms
Vitals & Oxygen (O2) Saturation
Lung exam

Diagnostic Testing

Antibiotic Decision

Acute Cough of Suspected Infectious Etiology in Outpatient Setting

Prescribe CAP antibiotics



 
   
     
       
         
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
             
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
      
    
  


